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have literatures of their own. The prosperity of Virginia was
retarded by many untoward circumstances, and, in a pamphlet
issued in 1649, entitled Virginia Impartially examined, and left
to piiblick vieiv, to be considered by all judicious and honest men,
William Bullock endeavours to discover the reason of this slow
progress. He had known the pioneers and captains in the trade,
his father had lived in the colony twelve years and he himself
had had extensive commerce with it. Accordingly, he offers his
little book as
no other than the adventurer's and punter's faithful steward, disposing1 the
adventure for the best advantage, advising1 people of all degrees, from the
highest master to tho meanest servant, how suddenly to raise their fortunes.
There is a study of the food and sport of the country, its
economic necessities, how it might be recovered, how money might
be disposed to advantage there, and how the plantation might be
reached, with advice to the adventurer, to the planter and to
servants. Edward Williams's Virgo Triumphans; or Virginia
Really and truly valued (1650), was written with the same
purpose.
The book named Sir Francis Dralte Reviv'd, catting upon this
Dull and Effeminate age to follow his noble steps for gold and
silver, 1626, published by Sir Francis Drake the younger, is the
source of most of our knowledge of Drake's exploits in Central
America, though Froude, without much reason, has thrown doubt
upon its authenticity. It is mentioned here as suggesting, by its
title, the motive with which the navigators of that age entered
upon their enterprises. There was the double incitement of
adventure and spoil, and the honour of England was an added
reason for successive navigations to the west. Both Hakluyt and
Purchas wrote in the same spirit So, also, the Tudor poets and
balladists gave expression to the imperialism born of the increas-
ing influence of England's naval power, the widely-spread know-
ledge of the seamen's explorations and the ever-growing impulse
towards colonisation. The verses entitled Neptune to England,
printed in HaQiweU's Early Naval Ballads, sound this note:
Goe on, great state, and make it knowne,
Thou never wilt forsake thine owne,
Nor from thy purpose start:
But that thou wilt thy power dilate,
Since narrow seas are found too straight
For thy capacious heart*
So shall thy rule, and mine, have large extent:
Yet not so large, as just and permanent.